[Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis: another problem for patients with chronic renal failure].
Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis, another problem for patients with chronic renal failure Nephrogenic systemic fibrosis is a rare but severe disease described in patients with kidney failure. High morbidity ant mortality are associated with this new condition. Epidemiological studies strongly suggest a link between nephrogenic systemic fibrosis and gadolinium administration for magnetic resonance imaging enhancement. The disease is primarily cutaneous, with oedema affecting the limbs, later evolving to fibrosis that leads to joints contractures. The lesions can spread to the trunk and involve systemic organs like the heart, lungs and muscles. Given the lack of proved efficient therapy, careful evaluation of the risks and benefits of gadolinium administration should be done in patients with kidney disease. If really needed, a highly stable contrast media should be used.